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POLITICS 


Pot rules moving without public vote 


A divided Board of Supervisors votes to 
continue work on a regulatory framework for 
commercial cannabis in unincorporated areas 


By Jeff Horseman 
jhorseman@scng.com 
@JeffHorseman on Twitter 


If there’s a path to marijuana 
dispensaries and related busi- 
nesses in unincorporated parts 
of Riverside County, it won’t go 


through the ballot box in Novem- 
ber. 

The county Board of Supervi- 
sors voted Tuesday to move ahead 
with a plan to regulate cannabis 
commerce in county areas outside 
of any city. But in another split 
vote, the board abandoned a plan 


Jeffries Washington 

to put a local marijuana tax ballot 
measure before voters, opting in- 
stead to raise money for enforcing 
cannabis rules through a series of 


development agreements with in- 
dividual pot-related businesses. 

The votes don’t immediately 
legalize pot cultivation, which 
remains banned in unincorpo- 
rated communities with a lim- 
ited exception for medical users. 
And Tuesday afternoon’s board 
workshop underscored the com- 
plexity of regulating a once-illegal 
activity in unincorporated areas, 
which are subject to county land- 
use rules unlike cities that man- 
age their own zoning. 


Proposition 64, approved by 
California voters in 2016, legal- 
ized recreational marijuana and 
allows adults to possess limited 
amounts of cannabis in their 
homes. But cities and counties re- 
tain the authority through land 
use law to allow or ban dispen- 
saries, grows and related busi- 
nesses. 

Cannabis ventures currently 
are outlawed in Los Angeles, 
Orange, Riverside and San Ber- 
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SOUTHLAND-BASED MUSIC CHAIN 


DISCORD IN THE 
GUITAR WORLD 


World’s largest seller of the instrument struggles as tastes change 


By Kevin Smith 
kusmith@scng.com 
@sgonbiz on Twitter 


Guitar Center, the nation’s 
leading musical-instrument 
retailer, is in trouble. Chang- 
ing musical tastes are partly 
to blame. 

Ratings agency S&P Global 
downgraded Westlake Village- 
based Guitar Center Holdings 
Inc. for the second time last 
week as the troubled instru- 
ment retailer seeks to refi- 
nance and restructure more 
than $1billion of debt. 

“Most of what’s really sell- 
ing today is rap and hip-hop,” 
said George Gruhn, owner of 
the Gruhn Guitars shop in 
Nashville. “That’s outpacing 
other forms of music, and they 
don’t use a lot of recognizable 
musical instruments.” 

The company’s challenges 
speak to shifting demograph- 
ics, something Gruhn is well 
acquainted with. 

Guitars don’t figure as heav- 
ily in chart-topping music as 
they once did, he said. 


He ought to know. Over the 
years, his customers have in- 
cluded everyone from Paul 
McCartney, George Harri- 
son and Eric Clapton to Neil 
Young, Vince Gill and Billy 
Gibbons. 

Those artists have left in- 
delible imprints on the mu- 
sic landscape, all the way 
from Clapton’s burning solo 
on “Crossroads” to Harrison’s 
signature guitar part on “Day 


Tripper.” 

But these days? Well, things 
aren’t as guitar-oriented. 

“Baby boomers are the 
best customers I’ve ever had. 
They’ve driven a lot of the gui- 
tar trends, but they are aging 
and many of them are down- 
sizing their guitar collections,” 
Gruhn added. “This doesn’t 
mean that guitar sales are 
dying, but instrument sales 
in general are under stress.” 


The instrument is also fac- 
ing an identity crisis. Guitar 
heroes — who have inspired 
many a player and fueled 
strong instrument sales — 
are few and far between these 
days, according to Gruhn. 

“T would be hard-pressed to 
name any new ones,” he said. 
“You’ve got Joe Bonamassa, 
who is a great player. But he 
isn’t selling as many guitars 
as the other big time heroes. 
And Eric Clapton is arthritic. 
He’s having difficulty playing 
and is retiring from touring.” 

Louie Concotilli, owner 
of Mugzey Muzic in Canyon 
Country, spoke to the shift- 
ing demographics. 

“Rock is almost dead,” he 
said. “It’s almost nonexistent. 
And with guitar there’s no al- 
most one to look up to any- 
more — no one to get you to 
want to learn. I have three or 
four guitar students who are 
about 12 to 14years old, and 
I told one of them she should 
find someone in her class to 
play guitar with. She said, ‘No 
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TOP AND ABOVE: The Guitar Center store at 7425 Sunset Blvd. in Hollywood. The world’s 
largest retailer of guitars is struggling. The Westlake Village-based company was just downgraded by ratings agency 
S&P Global and is trying to restructure after months of negotiating with creditors over its $1 billion of debt. 
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SPORTS 


Cal Baptist says farewell to n ilin Elite Eight defeat 


Staff report 


Despite shooting an incredible 78 percent from the floor 
in the second half, California Baptist University’s men’s 


basketball team fell short. 


The seventh-seeded Lancers could not erase a small 
halftime deficit Tuesday and lost, 100-94, to No. 2 Queens 
(North Carolina) University in an NCAA Division II men’s 
basketball Elite Eight playoff game in Sioux Falls, S.D. 

The loss marks the final game in Division II for Cal Bap- 
tist. The school shifts to the Division I Western Athletic 
Conference next season. For more coverage, see NEWS 8. 


Kalidou Diouf, 
center, of 
California Baptist 
University, is 
defended by two 
Queens players 
during Tuesday’s 
loss in South 
Dakota. 
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FREE SPEECH QUESTION 


ANDREW HARNIK — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


March for Life President Jeanne Mancini, 
center, speaks at a anti-abortion rally outside 
the Supreme Court in Washington on Tuesday 
as the justices hear arguments inside. 


Court wary 
of state law 
on abortion 
site notices 


California demands ‘pregnancy 
centers’ provide information 
about procedure’s availability 


By Adam Liptak 
The New York Times 


WASHINGTON » A California law that requires 
“crisis pregnancy centers” to provide infor- 
mation about abortion met a skeptical recep- 
tion at Supreme Court arguments Tuesday. 

The centers, which are often affiliated 
with religious groups, seek to persuade 
women to carry their pregnancies to term 
or to offer their babies for adoption. The law 
requires centers licensed by the state to post 
notices that free or low-cost abortion, con- 
traception and prenatal care are available 
to low-income women through public pro- 
grams, and to provide the phone number for 
more information. 

Justices across the ideological spectrum 
said they suspected that the law had sin- 
gled out centers run by opponents of abor- 
tion. Justice Elena Kagan said she was con- 
cerned the law had been “gerrymandered” 
to address only some providers, something 
she said would pose a serious First Amend- 
ment problem. 

A second part of the law, concerning un- 
licensed clinics, does not require them to 
post notices about the availability of abor- 
tion but does require them to disclose that 
they are not licensed by the state. In adver- 
tising, they must do so in large type, often 
in many languages. 

“This is an undue burden,” Justice An- 
thony Kennedy said, “and that should suffice 
to invalidate the statute.” Justice Sonia So- 
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INSIDE 


College district growing its footprint 


ARTIST'S RENDERING 


Mt. San Jacinto College district’s purchase of 
two buildings in Temecula for classrooms and 
labs is good for southwest Riverside County 
students, officials say. LOCAL ON NEWS 3 


TO OUR READERS 


Beginning today, high school, college and oth- 
er local sports coverage will appear alongside 
other local news in the A section Wednesdays 
through Sundays. 
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